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Regulatory Options to Assure Automated Vehicle Safety in Australia -
Discussion Paper 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your discussion paper, Regulatory 
options to assure automated vehicle safety in Australia - Discussion paper. I 
welcome the opportunity to contribute to this work and recognise the importance 
of the development of a clear national regulatory structure for connected and 
automated vehicles that balances the drive to innovate with the need to ensure 
public safety. 

This detailed response (in Attachment 1) has been developed in consultation with 
Main Roads Western Australia, the Department of Transport and the Public 
Transport Authority (the Portfolio) which have collaborated with the NTC on 
national policy development related to the introduction of automated vehicle (AV) 
technologies. The Portfolio strongly supports the goals and direction of the NTC's 
AV work program, and national consistency in the development of related 
regulatory structures. 

The development of an SAS for AVs is a foundational step towards the safe and 
acceptable introduction of highly automated vehicle technology on Australian 
roads; a development which I hope will significantly reduce road trauma for 
Western Australians long into the future. I commend the NTC for adopting a 
systems approach to safety management when developing the options in the 
paper, in line with the Commission's own Land Transport Regulation 2040 
recommendations. 

The Portfolio cautiously supports an SAS model based on compulsory self­
certification in the short to medium term, with the development of additional 
control mechanisms appropriate to the risk and liability taken on by the community 
and governments. In the longer term it would be appropriate to consider more 
comprehensive regulatory models as the technology, market and international 
regulatory expertise mature. 




















