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Definition of battery energy storage systems (BESS) for the purpose of dangerous 
goods transport licensing 

 
This interpretation applies to cells, batteries, BESS and batteries in equipment consigned 
under UN3480, 3481, 3090, 3091, 3551, 3552 and 3536, where the: 

1. Individual batteries or cells are not in direct contact with a receptacle; 
2. Batteries or cells are securely attached (e.g., by means of placement in racks, 

cabinets, etc.) in such a manner to prevent short circuits, accidental operation and 
significant movement; and 

3. Battery units have strong outer packaging constructed of suitable material and of 
adequate strength and design for its intended use. 

Batteries, BESS and batteries in equipment meeting this definition are considered to be 
articles for the purpose of licensing of drivers and vehicles.  A dangerous goods driver 
licence or vehicle licence is not required when transporting batteries defined in this 
interpretation. 
This interpretation only applies for the purpose of dangerous goods driver and vehicle 
licensing. Except where an exemption applies, when transporting the following it is a placard 
load and controls apply: 

• more than 1000 kg of batteries, or cells; or  
• a BESS containing more than 1000 kg of batteries, or cells. 

For more information, please contact the dangerous goods transport regulator in your state 
or territory. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Wayne Claydon 
Competent Authorities Panel Chair 


