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Executive summary

The Australian Light Vehicle Standards Rules 2015 (ALVSRs) are model rules that provide the
basis for in-service light vehicle standards in each jurisdiction. The ALVSRs are based on the
Australian Design Rules (ADRs), which are developed and administered by the Department of
Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development, Communications, Sports and the Arts.

The ALVSRs require that a vehicle subject to an ADR must continue to comply with that ADR for the
life of the vehicle when supplied to the Australian market.

This document outlines the proposed amendments to the ALVSRs. The amendments are expected to
have minimal impact on vehicle operators, other road users, or the public. They include clarifying
labelling requirements for alternative-fuel vehicles.

The National Transport Commission invites comments on the proposed amendments. The
consultation period closes on Wednesday 25 March 2026.

Context

The purpose of this report is to support the public consultation process and provide stakeholders with:

an explanation of the proposed changes to the ALVSR and the reasons for them; and
a draft of the proposed changes.
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1 Amendments to the ALVSRs

Key points
The proposed amendments to the ALVSR address emerging issues or other problems with
the standards identified by key stakeholders.
Specifically, they:

clarify that alternative-fuel vehicles (such as LPG, hydrogen, and electric) must have a
label fixed to each number plate fitted to the vehicle; and

provide alternative label dimension requirements for electric-powered motor bike,
permitting a label side length of 25.4 — 30 millimetres.

1. Name of rules

Clause [1] states that the rules are the Australian Light Vehicle Standards Rules
Amendment (Miscellaneous) 2026.

2. Rules amended

Clause [2] provides that the Australian Light Vehicle Standards Rules 2015 are
the rules being amended.

3. Amendment of rule 143 (LPG-powered vehicles)

Clause [3] amends rule 143 to require that a motor vehicle fitted with an LPG
system must have the labels required by the version of Australian Standard AS
1425 in force at the time the system was installed, fixed conspicuously to each
number plate fitted to the vehicle.

Supporting information

The current drafting of rule 143 assumes that all vehicles are fitted with both front
and rear number plates and requires labels to be fixed to the front and rear
number plates. However, not all vehicles are fitted with front and rear number
plates. This creates ambiguity and limits the practical operation of the provision.

The amendment clarifies that labels must be fixed to each number plate fitted to
the vehicle, ensuring the requirement operates appropriately for different vehicle
configurations. It also promotes consistency in drafting for provisions relating to

alternative fuel vehicle labelling.

4, Amendment of rule 144A (Hydrogen-powered vehicles)

Clause [4] amends rule 144A to require that a hydrogen-powered vehicle, or a
vehicle modified to be a hydrogen-powered vehicle, must have a label that
complies with rule 144A(2) fixed conspicuously to each number plate fitted to the
vehicle.
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Supporting information

The current drafting of rule 144A assumes that all vehicles are fitted with both
front and rear number plates and requires labels to be fixed to the front and rear
number plates, however, not all vehicles are fitted with both front and rear number
plates. This creates ambiguity and limits the practical operation of the provision.

The amendment clarifies that labels must be fixed to each number plate fitted to
the vehicle, ensuring the requirement operates appropriately for different vehicle
configurations. It also promotes consistency in drafting for provisions relating to
alternative fuel vehicle labelling.

5. Amendment of rule 144B (Electric-powered vehicles)

Clause [5] amends rule 144B to require that an electric-powered vehicle, or a
vehicle modified to be an electric-powered vehicle, must have a label that
complies with rule 144B(2) fixed conspicuously to each number plate fitted to the
vehicle.

Supporting information

The current drafting of rule 744B assumes that all vehicles are fitted with both
front and rear number plates and requires labels to be fixed to the front and rear
number plates. However, not all vehicles are fitted with both front and rear
number plates. This creates ambiguity and limits the practical operation of the
provision.

The amendment clarifies that labels must be fixed to each number plate fitted to
the vehicle, ensuring the requirement operates appropriately for different vehicle
configurations. It also promotes consistency in drafting for provisions relating to

alternative fuel vehicle labelling.

6. Amendment of rule 144B (Electric-powered vehicles) - Label side length

Clause [5] amends rule 144B(2) to permit electric-powered motorbikes to be fitted
with a label, and the plate to which the label is affixed, to have a side length of at
least 25.4 millimetres but no longer than 30 millimetres.

Supporting information

Motorbike number plates are smaller than those used for other vehicles and vary
in size across jurisdictions. While plate length is generally sufficient, the reduced
plate height in some jurisdictions means the label length prescribed in rule
144B(2) can obscure part of the registration characters. This creates a conflict
between compliance with rule 144B and existing number plate visibility
requirements.

The proposed amendment retains the 30 millimetres label side length requirement
for electric-powered vehicles generally but permits only electric-powered
motorbikes to use a label with a side length of at least 25.4 millimetres but no
longer than 30 millimetres. This provides recognition of an alternative label size to
reduce cross-border compliance and enforcement issues. Jurisdictions where the
30-millimetre side length does not present an issue may continue using the same
labels.
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