Mr Tony Wilson 


Chief Executive 

National Transport Commission 

L15/628 Bourke Street 

MELBOURNE VIC 3000


Mr Wilson, 

Please allow me to voice my opposition to the proposed Australian Road Rules Amendment Package 2005.

With regard to amendment description 4.34 “Riding a motor bike alongside a vehicle – New rule 151A”
We’re all looking for ways to minimise the congestion and impact on our roads and to improve safety.  All too often motorcycling is overlooked or worse, looked at with prejudice but it can offer part of the solution to many of these problems.  


The proposed change in the law appears to be based on nothing but presumption.

It is incorrectly stated in the impact assessment that only a minimal delay is expected for motorcyclists if they were unable to lane split.  This is simply not true. The study that would have been completed before the proposal was compiled must have only looked at riders travelling a small distance.  Splitting along miles of motorway in peak hour can shorten trip times substantially.  And filtering through stationary traffic at intersections will shorten a trip exponentially.

Instead of recommending a ban on lane splitting and lane filtering you should be recommending it’s careful use.  This is because contrary to your claims that it is inherently unsafe, it offers many benefits to both rider and driver.

Such as…

· Riders being able to position themselves safely between cars to avoid a collision from behind.

· Rides been able to filter to the front of traffic at lights so when pulling away they are easily visible.

· Rider’s travel times being reduced significantly 

· Riders not being stuck behind the exhaust of the stationary vehicle in front.

· Riders not taking up the space of another .5 of a car on already congested motorways.

· Cars can flow more freely through intersections if bikes are not taking up the extra space in a queue of traffic and also get to their turn-off quicker.

· Less petrol is used.

· Roads will be more evenly used and therefore resealing will need to occur less.

All this for the small cost of educating all road users that it is an acceptable behaviour and to be careful when changing lanes!  Much like the education campaign that would be necessary if splitting/filtering was banned.

Many of these benefits have been identified in traffic management studies overseas and are causing other countries to legislate for the practice of lane splitting and/or filtering.

Findings have included that the results of lane splitting/filtering include better traffic flow and a slightly reduced crash risk to riders.  

As for the benefits stated in the proposal they too are far fetched.

There is an alternative to changing a law to bring it in line with community expectation.  Change the expectation! Also the general reduction in crash risk that you expect will not be forthcoming if splitting/filtering is banned, quite the opposite.  

With such compelling arguments around the world supporting the Lane splitting/filtering, I find it socially irresponsible that this proposal should be recommend legislating against the practice.  Instead, put some limits around how it can be done safely and educate all road users to the benefits.  

For example a limit such as 20km/h more than the surrounding traffic but not exceeding 50km/h.

Most road users are against the idea simply because they don’t understand it and it’s benefits to all road users.  I bet if everyone knew that for every bike that filtered to the front of the lights there is an extra car that can make it through the intersection before the light turns amber, which in turn can mean that a car further back can turn into it’s side street 1 cycle of the traffic lights earlier and so on, they would embrace the idea. 

Regards,

Richard Batten.
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