Dear Sir, 

It is with a large degree of perplexity that I write this letter. As a motorcycle rider (this applies to scooters as well) we are very much at risk on the roads, far more so than the average road user. We dodge potholes, raised man hole covers, dislodged drainage grates, dislodged lane marker reflectors, suicide plates (those large metal plates used to cover holes in the road during road works that have no place on a private road let alone a public road as they are a death trap), various bits and pieces of other vehicles that have been deposited sans crash and or litter in general. We dodge inattentive drivers too busy talking on their mobile phone, yelling at kids, eating, shaving, putting on makeup, reading & pretty much doing anything you can think of that can but shouldn’t be done in a car apart from paying attention to their driving. We deal with people who probably shouldn’t be driving as they seemingly have no aptitude for it, they change lanes without looking in their mirrors let alone make a head check, cut of slower breaking vehicles (motorcycles can’t stop as fast as most cars can, it’s simple physics and nothing more) to try to get pole position at the lights just to get stuck behind the same car that was in front of them 2 sets of lights before. Yet its these people who whinge and bemoan to all and sundry that Sydney's traffic is a nightmare, drivers are rude, costs are high as is the air pollution, tempers are frayed and in general there are far to many cars on the road for Sydney’s aging and completely inadequate road system to deal with. This is the life of a daily commuting motorcyclist, and we begrudgingly accept that this is how things are. And we use what arsenal of skills and tactics we have to survive this as best we can. Unfortunately we don’t always win, but the benefits definitely out weigh the risks, which we minimise as best we can. 

Now what has me really perplexed is the proposal of outlawing one of the few things that has a positive effect on traffic. And most of all, on motorcycle safety. And worst of all this, is it’s being done under the pretence of being a safety measure to protect motorcycle riders. It begs the question, has any meaningful consultation at all or even ever taken place between the RTA and a motorcycle rider or rider group about this. And if it has, was it taken into consideration at a serious level and was not simply a lip service affair? I ask this because numerous countries have legalised lane filtering, and for good reason. It is even taught in the United Kingdom as a part of getting your motorcycle licence. Filtering (the act of riding between two lanes of stationary traffic) in a safe manner serves not only the rider, but also the vehicles around said rider. Motorcycles can safely accelerate to the posted or appropriate speed as conditions dictate far quicker than 99% of the cars on our roads can achieve. And motorcycles do it with very little effort by comparison. By simply allowing motorcycles to move ahead, we reduce the amount of congestion particularly during peak periods. We give motorcyclists a tool to avoid inattentive drivers (Scenario 1; a stationary car stuck in traffic gets rear ended at 15kph. Little too no injury for either driver or passengers. Scenario 2; A stationary bike gets rear ended at 15kph, the rider is probably seriously hurt from crush injuries or if lucky is on the hood of the offending car.), that also helps prevent heat stroke and or excessive dehydration and fatigue by reduced exposure times and time spent stationary, we reduce the amount of fuel being wasted by vehicles sitting stationary in traffic and best of all. We encourage single occupant road users to switch to a much more environmentally friendly mode of transport. That reduces wear and tear on our roads, reduces parking problems (up to 5 motorcycles can fit in one car bay, how many cars are driven in peak hour with 5 or more people in them? Very few at all, if any.). And we greatly increase the average drivers awareness of motorcycles around them. 

We don’t lane filter just for the sake of saying “up you Jack” to the average driver, we lane filter to primarily reduce commuting times and to protect ourselves from the seemingly ever growing amount of drivers that simply can’t or won’t pay attention to what their doing. Stop with the do gooder laws, and start with the sensible ones. Start re testing drivers every 2 years, the same test a Learner has to complete to get their P’s would be a start. Start designing roads and town planing to accommodate motorcycles better (parking). Start addressing the real issues with our road infrastructure like setting safe minimum standards for the covering or road works (suicide plates, you can’t even walk over them without slipping when their wet. How are we supposed to ride over them safely when their wet, raised or so poorly placed that they grasp the front wheel of a motorcycle/scooter and send it off in another direction.) And most of all, start paying attention to the real needs of the motorists of NSW instead of the needs of the state treasury. That’s what speeds cameras are for are they not?
