Amendment to previous Comments re Rule 151A: Riding a motorbike alongside a vehicle (Lane filtering)
Traffic congestion in metropolitan areas is increasing and the use of motor cycles is also increasing.  Driver and rider frustration increases with traffic congestion and much can be avoided with a sensible and safe use of all available road space.  
To this end, I submit the following:-

1. Lane filtering should not be permitted if the motor cycle is passing between:-

a. any vehicle (excluding another motor cycles or bicycle) that is in motion.  This is a very dangerous and unsafe practice, or;.
b. a wide vehicle (e.g. truck, bus, caravan) and any other vehicles (except another motor cycle or bicycle). With current marked lane widths, there is simply insufficient space for a safe pass between vehicles wider than a passenger vehicle.

2. filtering splitting should be permitted if the motor cycle is passing:-

a. between vehicles (except another motor cycle or bicycle) which are stationery, and;

b. at a speed not exceeding 20kph,and;

c. Not contravening Clause 1b above. 

3. Motor cycles should be permitted to use the break-down lane:- 
a. when traffic in adjacent marked lanes and is travelling less than 25 kph. (i.e. bumper to bumper traffic)

b. During the hours of 6:30am to 10:30am and 3:00pm and 7:00pm (i.e. peak hour times) on Monday to Friday.

c. At a speed not exceed 50kph in any speed zone
d. and travel to the left of the breakdown lane with headlights on.

Other comments
Driver Education:-

Specific driver education supporting the above recommendations should alleviate the majority of concerns and reduce significant congestion and frustration.
Crash/Accident Data

Specific crash / accident data is need to support the need for the amendment recommended by the NTC.  None is evident.

Crash/Accident data from the USA (which has approximately the same per capita accident rate as Australia) involving motor cyclists does not support the need for the NTC’s changes to the rules.  However, my recommended amendments support the need for a realistic yet safe Rule 151 alternative, which is needed in any case.
From Jon Uidam

Ex-NSW Police Highway Patrol motorcyclist

