From:
Ryan Williams

1 Como Street

NEWTON 5074

South Australia

Attn:
Greg Deimos

National Transport Commission

Australia

Re:
Australian Road Rules General Amendments and Regulatory Impact Statement 2005

Greg,

I am a motorcyclist, and I would like to comment on the proposed new rule, under section 4.34 ("Riding a motor bike alongside a vehicle – New rule 151A").

This proposed rule does not distinguish between two practices which are implicated:

1. Lane Splitting: When traffic is moving

2. Lane Filtering: When traffic is stationary (for example, due to traffic lights)

Situation #1 is dangerous, full-stop.  This is a practice I do not condone.  Personally, I have observed motorcyclists doing this very rarely.  It is right that this practice be illegal.

However, situation #2 is where I feel this rule is simply unnecessary.  Such a maneuver has the following benefits:

· Reduces the risk of being rear-ended

· Quicker commute times (especially in peak hour, this can halve my commute time)

· Being stationary in traffic on a running motorcycle can lead to engine overheating on hot days - lane filtering allows me to keep air flowing

Motorcyclists are vulnerable on the roads, and those with sense will do everything to maximise their safety.  And lane-filtering is part of that safety strategy that I employ.

I ask you to please consider the difference between lane-splitting and lane-filtering with regards to this proposed rule, and amend it to specifically refer to overtaking moving vehicles, not stationary vehicles banked up a traffic-lit intersections.

Thanks for your time in reading these comments.

Regards,

Ryan Williams

