Re proposed rule 151A.

Having read some comments in various publications I understand that this rule applies not just to overtaking at speed by lane splitting but may also apply to the inherently safe practice of filtering through slow moving or stationery traffic.

Having ridden motorcycles for over 30 years without any serious accident or injury I think I am well placed to say that this rule should not apply to low speed filtering.

This practice ensures that a motorcyclist does not get rear ended or sandwiched in a multiple rear end collision,  it prevents you sitting there with a car exhaust directly under your nose pumping dangerous fumes into your body and affecting your senses, it well serves the purpose of a motorcycle to be a more efficient and time saving mode of transport, it puts you at the front of the queue when the lights turn green and you are quickly ahead of the traffic, without causing any danger to anyone,  and in a far safer position on the road ahead of the car pack. 

Being ahead and clear of traffic has other advantages in allowing an uninterrupted view ahead which makes hazards easier to detect and avoid.

On the subject of overtaking by lane splitting, I recently returned from a trip to England and Europe and rode a bike through France, Belgium and Holland and found that lane splitting was an accepted practice when traffic was moving slowly on motorways, and in fact was surprised at the way cars and trucks actually moved away to the left and right to allow motorcycles to pass through the middle. Those car drivers obviously belong to a different cult to our car drivers.

I do not in any way support the dangerous practice of lane splitting at speed but am concerned that the rule will interfere with a safe practice that promotes other safety benefits for motorcycle riders.

