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A NEW BEGINNING FOR TRANSPORT: NATIONAL ROAD SAFETY COUNCIL  

Overview  

Australia’s Transport Ministers will meet on July 25, 
2008, with a view to taking the first stage of the new 
transport policy framework to the Council of Australian 
Governments (COAG) in October 2008.  

The agenda will include a proposal for a National 
Road Safety Council to drive national implementation 
of best practice road safety reform.  

National Road Safety Council  

On average, more than four people a day are killed on 
Australian roads. The Bureau of Infrastructure, 
Transport and Regional Economics estimate the cost 
of road fatalities and injuries at $17 billion a year.  

In 2000, Australia’s Transport Ministers showed real 
leadership by targeting an ambitious 40% reduction in 
the rate of road deaths over 10 years. Considerable 
progress has been made, but continued road safety 
gains are increasingly difficult to achieve.  

A new approach is needed to identify, share and 
implement proven safety initiatives, which we know 
will save lives and reduce injuries.  

The National Road Safety Council will draw on road 
safety expertise from within governments, industry 
and academia to advise Ministers on road safety and 
to drive implementation of “best practice” road safety 
measures.  

www.ntc.gov.au                                 

The Australian Transport Council has already agreed 
to implement “best practice” speed management 
initiatives nationally. By sharing information on what 
works best, governments can reduce injuries and save 
more lives.  

The National Road Safety Council will further extend 
this road safety “best practice” approach to ensure all 
Australians benefit from the same high standards, 
wherever they live.  

 
The Safety & Security Working Group, led by 
Queensland, is working closely with all governments 
to develop the proposal for a National Road Safety 
Council further.  

This is a genuine shared approach to road safety, 
which will involve government, industry and the 
community.  

Nick Dimopoulos, NTC Chief Executive 

 
Useful links  
National Transport Plan and Policy Framework 
presented to Ministers on 29 February 2008:  
http://www.ntc.gov.au/ViewPage.aspx?page=A02316402
400420020
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